Structural lesion in the brain is a risk factor of childhood intractable epilepsy.
Most of the intractable epilepsy cases are of paediatric age group. Eighty per cent of intractable epilepsy is symptomatic and have got structural lesion. These lesions are easily detectable by doing neuro-imaging. One hundred and four children with epilepsy were enrolled in two groups; in group A 52 intractable epilepsy patients and in group B 52 well controlled epilepsy patients from the child neurology unit of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University. Mean age of intractable group and well-controlled group was 4.45±3.66 years and 6.45±5.24 years respectively. Male were more in both groups. Abnormal neuro-imaging was significantly higher in intractable group; 78.8% children of the intractable epilepsy group had one or more structural lesions. Cortical atrophy, ventricular dilatation and encephalomalacia were the most frequent detectable lesions. Bilateral lesions and presence of multiple abnormalities were more in association with intractability. Structural lesions were detected more in cases with focal neurological deficit and structural abnormality having statistically significant difference.